CREDENTIALS FOR THE SPOUSE OF A DECEASED MINISTER
In an effort to assist with the financial hardships faced when a minister dies, some assemblies have considered and planned to issue ministerial credentials (commission, license, ordination) to the spouse of a deceased minister. This effort is often targeted toward helping with housing allowances, pension, and other tax benefits for the surviving spouse that are lost upon the death of the credentialed minister.
While the church highly values and recognizes the important role of ministry contributed by the

spouse of a credentialed minister, currently, the tax laws of the United States do not recognize the same value. According to current clergy tax experts, any attempt to confer ministerial credentials upon persons solely to qualify them for “tax benefit,” without changing their duties or responsibilities in any way, probably will not be recognized by the IRS or the courts.

Moreover, according to experts in the field, it is unlikely that credentials offered to the surviving

spouse would extend the benefits after the death of the credentialed minister.  Therefore, it is inappropriate at this time, however noble the motive, to issue credentials to the spouse of a deceased minister solely for the financial considerations and projected benefits. As IRS decisions are made and subsequent legislation may be passed, a supplement ruling will be issued and added to this addendum of this Credentials Manual.
