GUIDELINES FOR WRITING THEOLOGICAL STATEMENTS
Preparation: Questions to Consider
1. What do you believe regarding the topic of your paper?

2. How are these convictions a part of your life?

3. How does our Movement interpret what the Bible says about these topics?

4. How does your life experience and study confirm or conflict with those interpretations?

5. Do your life experiences confirm what you are saying the Bible means? Are you only quoting verses?

6. What are some tough questions that rise from the Word and from life?

7. Have you stretched your thinking and matured in your understanding of the Word?

8. Are you prepared to discuss your beliefs and questions?

9. Can you approach the task of writing and defending the statements with a humble, teachable spirit?

10. Can you look at the task as a process—learning process—not a test? Believe we are here to help you learn and succeed?
Writing Process

1. Pray for the Holy Spirit to be your teacher. God will teach you as you prepare and write. When you begin, do not feel that you are expected to “know it all.” Part of the learning will take place as you write. Trust God in the process!

2. Brainstorm—write everything you know and think about the topic.

3. Use a concordance to locate scriptures if needed and add verses and notes you may not know or remember.

4. Gather your ideas in a logical way; group them either in a chronological list, by subject or sequence. What information is absolutely essential or foundational?

5. What do you believe? What are your convictions about the topic?

6. Next, organize your notes and write in your own words

7. Add or delete to strengthen the statement.

8. Re-write the paragraph(s) as needed. Did you say what you wanted to say?

9. Check resources now to confirm and see if you are missing a vital point. (Use resources such as commentaries, Bible dictionaries, etc.)

10. Practice orally with someone to defend your statements.

Guidelines

1. Do write your own thoughts in your own words. If you quote scripture, note the version

or translation used.

2. Do include knowledge and personal experience.

3. Do know Church of God distinctives.

4. Do construct concise explanations of each topic.

5. Do allow the Holy Spirit to teach you before you rely on outside resources.

6. Do read and study if you do not know where to begin.

7. Do check spelling and use correct grammar.

8. Do use inclusive language.

9. Do leave space for written comments in the margin in the typed paper. Number each of

the fourteen statements and note the topic of each. Number the pages.

10. Proofread! Ask someone else to proofread. 
