ORDINATION SERVICE

(SAMPLE)

A SERVICE OF COMMISSION, LICENSE, AND ORDINATION

(Each section may be a stand-alone service)
Welcome and Explanations
Song
Scripture
Commissioning Introduction
Would the candidate(s) for commissioning and spouse(s) please come and stand

before the altar. Would their pastors and members of the church please come and

stand with them.
Commissioning Charge

As you enter the first stage of your calling, we offer you our support and advice. We

will be here for you for it is, at times, a lonely journey. Seek the advice of the ministers

that have stood the test of time—those tried and seasoned in God’s service. We,

the members of the Credentials Committee, are satisfied that God is calling you into

the ministry. Our job is not to give you the call but to recognize what God is doing.

Please clearly answer these questions now before God and the church, so that everyone

can hear you.
Are you sure of God’s calling on your life?

Are you now answering that call publicly?

Are you now willing to dedicate your life to God’s service?

Are you willing to go wherever God calls you to go?

Is it your desire to become a minister in the Church of God?

Do you promise to remain faithful to that call?
I charge you, then, on the basis of the answers that you have given, to fulfill your

duties and obligations in the ministry to the best of your abilities. May God bless

your ministry and may you do great work in his Kingdom.
Commissioning Prayer

Would you and your spouses please kneel before God and in the presence of his

church?

Let us pray (you may use your own prayer): Sovereign Lord, We ask you now that

you anoint these your servants for the work that you are calling them to do. Give

them the full measure of your Spirit so that they may become fully equipped. Give

them the wisdom to lean on you and your ministers for advice. Give them the

courage to face the trials that will come their way. May your presence abide, your

grace sustain and your love keep them now and forever. Amen.
As a representative of the Credentials Committee of the state/province of______________, I declare that you are now a commissioned minister in the Church of God! Would you and your spouse(s) please come, receive the commissioning certificate, and remain on the platform until the completion of the service?
Licensing Introduction

Would the candidate(s) for licensing, and your spouse(s) please come and stand

before the altar? 

License in the Church of God is not lightly given. It carries the full weight of ministry.

You come to us highly recommended and have each been questioned by members

of the committee and have done the written work required. Your fellow ministers

welcome you.
License Explanation

Ministerial License is for a one (or two) year period. Should you, or the Credentials

Committee, choose to terminate your ministry for any reason your license will expire

immediately. However, if you remain faithful to your call, we will renew your license

annually. A license is not automatically a step towards ordination. You, like the rest

of us, will be voted upon annually by your fellow ministers in the state and placed on

the approved list of ministers in (Virginia). With a license, and when you are placed

on the approved list, you may register in the Yearbook of the Church of God in

Anderson, Indiana, next year and you may perform all the duties of a minister in the

Church of God.
A counseling minister is assigned to help guide your growth in the ministry. Your

senior pastor is your main guide and the one to whom you are most accountable.

Your future ministry will be determined to a large degree upon the recommendations

of these ministers.
Each of you is to begin, or continue, a program of study agreed upon by the committee,

your senior pastor, and counseling minister. Use this experience to grow in the

Lord. The Lord bless you and your ministry.
Licensing Charge:

Candidates, please answer the following questions before God and the church:
Are you sure of your calling into ministry?

Do you promise to remain faithful to that call?

Will you study to show yourselves a worker approved of God?

Do you promise to remain faithful to the Church of God?

Are you willing to go where God wants you to go?

Do you agree to abide by the guidelines presented to you by the Credentials

Committee?
I charge you based on the answers given to remain faithful to your call. God or your

fellow ministers do not take the answers given lightly. May God be your guide and

your help.
Licensing Prayer:
Would the candidates please kneel at the altar.
Let us pray (you may use your own prayer): Sovereign Lord, may your presence

abide; your glory show forth; and your sweet Spirit become a reality in these new

ministers. For without your Holy Spirit dwelling within ministry is not possible.

Come, Holy Spirit, and give them power. Give them the ability, courage and wisdom

to lift up Jesus Christ as Lord of all. Make them great vessels and harvesters in your

vineyard. Use them to save souls and to make a difference in this present world for

your kingdom. Keep them safe from the evil one and give him no power in their

lives. Great God, give them the ability to speak forth your word with boldness so

that the place that they minister will be shaken. Abide with them forever. In the great name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.
Presentation of Licensing Certificates

As a representative of the Credentials Committee and the Ministers of the Church of

God in ___________, I now declare that you are fully licensed ministers in the

Church of God under the stipulations give to you above. Congratulations!

As I call you names would you and your spouse(s) please come and receive your

license and wait on the platform until the close of the service.
Ordination Introduction

To be ordained as a minister in the Church of God is the highest honor possible. It is

not lightly taken and is given only after the highest possible standards have been

met. Ordination is a lifetime certification, yet you are still accountable to your fellow

ministers and to the congregations that you serve. Would the candidates and their

spouses please come and stand before the altar.
Ordination Charge

Candidates for ordination must have proven themselves doctrinally sound and their

lives must have been above reproach.

Please answer clearly the following questions before God and the Church, so that all

may hear.

Do you promise to remain faithful to the Lord Jesus Christ all of your life?

Do you promise to remain faithful to the Church of God all of your life?

Do you promise to remain in ministry for the rest of your life?

Do you promise to preach the divinely inspired and authoritative word of God clearly and without shame or shameful ways?

Do you promise not to preach yourselves but Jesus Christ as Lord?

Do you promise to serve the churches that you will pastor with all the power that God gives you?

Do you promise to do everything within the power that God gives you to win as

many to God’s kingdom as possible?

Do you promise to remain faithful to the Bible and to the time honored truths of

the Church of God?

I charge you based on the answers given to remain faithful to your call, to God and

God’s church and to the answers that you have given here tonight. I charge you to

be a minister worthy of God’s call. We, your fellow ministers, also promise to support

you and to be there for you in the incredible journey that you have begun. May

God bless you.
Ordination Prayer (You may use your own prayer):

Would the candidate(s) and their spouse(s) please kneel at the altar?

Would all the ministers of the Church of God please come and lay hands on them in

the presence of God and this assembly?
Any family members and members of their congregations that would like to may

come and stand behind the ministers.
Sovereign Lord, we thank you for still calling people into your service and for calling

these here tonight. They have been given a charge and have made promises

before you and your Church. They have met the highest standards and have been

approved by the Credentials Committee of the Church of God in ____________. The

hands of their fellow ministers are now laid upon them and your Holy Spirit is upon

them. Your presence is very real in this place tonight.
Dear Father, we ask for your full power to do the work of ministry be given them

tonight. Give them the gifts they will need to fulfill their duties. Lord, also give

them the wisdom to call upon their fellow servants and to seek their advice and fellowship. 

May the Evil One never defeat them. May Satan be vanquished continually before them and their ministry. May many souls be saved and countless lives be changed under their influence. May the Church of God prosper because of them. And, Lord, we thank you in advance for what you are going to do through them.

May they ever remain faithful to you and to the Church of God throughout their

entire ministry. Now Lord, bond them into your fellowship of faithful ministers that

have preached your word through the centuries. Now they have taken their place

among the saints, among the prophets, among the preachers of Jesus Christ. This is a

blessed time and a special time in the life of your Church. May your presence abide;

your grace be sufficient, and your Spirit be real. In the great and mighty name of

Jesus we pray, Amen
.

Would you and your spouse(s) please come and receive your ordination certificates.
Would all the ministers please come and give them the right hand of fellowship.

