ORIENTATION to the 
Church of God movement’s History and Teachings

Those just beginning the journey with the Church of God reformation movement will find some basic information below.

Beginnings

The Church of God had its roots in a common passion for God’s people to be united and that those who experience the inward presence of Christ will live a life of holiness. Several leaders were drawn to these teachings and began to promote this message around 1880. Some of these early leaders were Daniel S. Warner, Joseph C. Fisher, A.J. Kilpatrick. They were drawn together by a common mission, and not to start a formal group of adherents.

Key Doctrinal Beliefs

Much more detailed information will be learned as the candidate works through the reading materials and writes out the doctrinal statements but some of the key beliefs of the Church of God are:

· Christ is the one and only one through whom we may experience salvation. Christ’s death on the cross was wholly adequate to deal with the sin of all people that has separated them from God. Christ is Lord over all of creation. 

· The Bible is of divine inspiration and our authoritative guide for being formed in Christ.

· The Holy Spirit is the presence of Christ within the believer for the purpose of giving understanding, strength, and empowerment for Kingdom service. It is through the Holy Spirit that we are able to live a life of holiness as God calls us to.

· The church is mission focused. We are partners with Christ in extending his Kingdom throughout the world.

· There is one church that is comprised of all persons who have experienced Christ as savior and Lord. This unity is possible because of our common Lord.

· The Kingdom of God is a present reality with the fullness to be experienced after Christ’s return.

· Christ’s return will bring an end to history as we know it and will usher all believers into the fullness of the eternal Kingdom.

· There is eternal damnation for all who have chosen to not respond to the promptings of the Spirit to receive Christ as savior.

Polity

Those who are a part of the Church of God are joined together through a common set of biblical understandings and practices. We do not have a hierarchical denominational system of governance. Congregations have local autonomy but are also to exist in covenant and accountable relationships within their state, region, or province. Congregations work together collaboratively and voluntarily through state/regional/provincial ministries and with the larger North American ministries through Church of God Ministries.

Connecting points

We all live and do ministry better in concert with others. You will want to connect with your state/regional/provincial ministry leaders to learn who they are, what they do, and the times and places of their gatherings. Church of God Ministries contact information is PO Box 2420, Anderson, IN 46018-2420, 800-848-2464, www.chog.org.

Registrations

In an effort to connect and to maintain credentials you will want to register with your local credentialing body through the annual Church of God Ministries registration. You will be notified of the need for minister and congregational registration by your state/region/province and/or by Church of God Ministries.

