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SERVICE OF RECOGNITION OF ORDAINED MINISTERS 2009

Today, we recognize 16 CDP ministers who are marking anniversaries of ordination.  Among them are ministers marking five, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30 and 55 years of service to the Church.  Together, they represent 315 years of ordained ministry.  Quite an impressive number; yet it doesn’t begin to capture the impact of these servants of God.  

I’ve given you a bit of information about each of them, which I won’t read, but it’s worth our taking a moment to acknowledge how God has used this group of ministers since they each accepted the call of God upon their lives.       

They represent a broad cross section of the Church and embody ministry which reaches from the heart of our congregations to points of need far beyond the church walls.  
They have preached in our finest pulpits and in churches and inspirational gatherings across this country and overseas – in at least three languages.  And, they have sat at the bedsides of the sick and dying, ministering the Gospel in life’s most fragile moments.  

They have led congregations through difficult change:  purchasing property, constructing buildings, undertaking new programs.  And they have weathered conflicts and obstacles, holding fast to the call of God when it might’ve been easier to throw up their hands.       

Three of them minister to Haitian communities here and back home as pastors of our three Haitian congregations.  

One provides leadership within our national Hispanic Concilio of the Church of God.  

Three faithfully served in long pastorates and now contribute as supportive members of the congregations they now attend.

One is a former NFL player who has used his athletic career as an opening to minister to at-risk youth in SE DC – and to young people across the country.

Four are successful church planters.  

Seven currently serve as pastors of churches in our district.

Four have lived out our Movement’s commitment to unity – reaching our hands in fellowship to every blood-washed one – by ministering across denominational lines, within congregations not directly affiliated with the Church of God (Anderson, Ind.)
Oh, the many ways God uses us when we are obedient to the Call, as these have been!

(To the 16 ministers) Brothers and Sisters in Christ, fellow ministers of the Gospel:

Some years ago, you stood in a gathering like this and declared your commitment to heed the call of God on your life, to be faithful to the Lord Jesus Christ, and to his Church for the rest of your life.  

You were surrounded by fellow believers who laid hands on you and prayed for you.  Having answered the Call of God to professional ministry, you received the anointing of the Holy Spirit and the blessing of the Church to fulfill that ministry.  
In this anniversary year of your ordination, you have reaffirmed that call and commitment in the presence of trusted colleagues.  Today, I invite you now, in this Assembly of the Church of God, to again bear witness to that call.  
Do you promise to remain faithful to the Lord Jesus Christ all of your life?

Do you promise to remain faithful to the Church of God all of your life?

Do you promise to remain in ministry for the rest of your life?

I invite my fellow members of the Credentials Committee to anoint each of these with oil as we prepare for a prayer of thanksgiving and rededication.  Congregation, gather around these ministers as we lay on hands and affirm our support of them and of their ministries.   

Prayer:  (Bishop Robert S. Davis, Sr.)

[Reference Heb. 12 (surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us run the race…)]
